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EXECUTIVE REPORT – LOOK FORWARD 2017/18 
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Portfolio Responsibilities 
 
To take the lead on Waste Management/ Recycling and relevant Council Plan measures under 
the environment objectives.  

Providing and maintaining parks infrastructure. 
 
To develop and implement a Playground Strategy.  
 
Policies, Plans and Strategies: 

• Waste Management Strategy  
• Air Quality Strategy and Action Plan  

 
Key Areas:  

• Waste Management and Recycling  
• Streetscene  
• Community Micro energy Schemes  
• Carbon/ Greenhouse gas reduction  
• Green agenda – Low Carbon reduction  
• Public Realm (Parks and open spaces)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Waste Management and Recycling  
 
The Council will expand cardboard and plastic collections and promote kerbside recycling 
services across South Lakeland. The plastic and cardboard collections are currently provided to 
98% of households across the district, and the process is on-going to extend the service to those 
properties in the most remote and hard to access places.  
 
SLDC will consider the introduction of further materials in addition to cardboard and plastic. We 
are currently working alongside partners to consider one-off textile collection in Staveley to inform 
decision making on this material stream for future delivery service.  
 
Zurich Insurance conducted a Motor Vehicle Review and identified several recommendations to 
reduce the number of high-risk reversing manoeuvres that have now been reflected. Domestic 
properties that require a high-risk reversing manoeuvre are being contacted individually with 
guidance regarding a change of collection point or request to maintain an un-obstructed access 
route on the collection day. This programme is on-going.  

 
A tender and procurement process is underway to procure a new Bring Site Collections contract. 
A contract specification is in development and it is expected that it is advertised for a new contract 
to start from 1 October 2017.  
 
SLDC will continue to work to procure a new Bulky Collections Contract. A contract specification 
is currently in development and it is expected that this will be advertised in Q2, with the new 
contract to commence 1 April 2018.  
 
Streetscene  
 
Consideration is being made of the introduction of Public Space Protection Orders. Currently 
proposals are being drafted and public consultation will take place throughout June and July prior 
to presenting a Cabinet report for consideration. (See also the section in Parks and Open Spaces) 
 
A Cabinet report is currently being drafted for the Unauthorised Deposit of Waste (Fixed penalties) 
regulations 2016. The report will bring forward the powers to implement fixed penalty notices for 
small scale fly tipping offences and is expected in Quarter 3.  
 
Community Micro Energy Schemes/ Carbon/ Greenhouse Gas Reduction and Low Carbon 
Reduction  
 
Together SLDC and CAfS have produced a Low Carbon Programme for 2017/18 to support 
SLDC’s priority to support communities to become more energy efficient and CAfS aim to deliver 
practical advice, support, inspire and motivate communities, individuals and businesses to 
participate and drive forward low carbon activity in South Lakeland.  
 
From 2015 to 2017 CAfS through the support from SLDC have facilitated the development and 
deployment of Cumbria’s first community owned hydro scheme at Killington Reservoir.  
‘Green Build Open Days’ were conducted across the district to deliver technical advice to 
communities and businesses and encouraging energy awareness.  
 



The two main schemes for 2017/18 that will be supported by SLDC through funding include the 
2nd year delivery of 2016/18 Community Energy Support Programme and Community Energy 
Events.  
The Community Energy Support Programme will commence its second year of delivery following 
an initial pilot year.. So far the programme has supported 19 communities and interest groups 
and in 2017/18 £32,000 (and an additional £2,000 contingency fund if needed) will support a 
further 4 groups to implement community projects based around renewable energy, energy 
efficiency, and reducing carbon/greenhouse gases. 
 
SLDC has also agreed to continue support funding another year of delivering community energy 
events across communities in South Lakeland targeting both communities and businesses. SLDC 
are currently liaising with CAfS to agree a programme of events in 2017/18. A review of SLDC’s 
support to CAfS will be undertaken in 2018. 
 
Active Travel  
 
The Active Travel programme was designed to improve the health and wellbeing of residents and 
visitors, promote sustainable transport and active travel as an alternative mode of travel and to 
protect and enhance the environment.  
 
The Active Travel officer working group will present the Active Travel Plan to Overview and 
Scrutiny task and finish review in July 2017, here members will be asked to:   
 

• Consider progress against the Active Travel Position Statement adopted by Cabinet on 
16 June 2017 

• Consider whether there is a need for greater alignment between the Council’s work in 
promoting active travel and the Council Plan priorities  

• Consider how the Council’s working promoting Active Travel can be made more effective  
• Make any resultant recommendations to the Overview and Scrutiny Committee  

 
The considerations made at the task and finish review will influence the direction of the future 
Active Travel Programme.  
 
Public Realm (Parks and Open Spaces)  
 
Rothay Park children’s playground at Ambleside has been renewed and was re-opened on 29 
June following the damage by storm Desmond. The new facility is very well used and to help 
address some local concerns, SLDC has worked with children from Ambleside Primary School to 
design signs around the park to remind dog owners to pick up fouling.  
 
Friends of Lightburn Park were successful in approval for a Wren Grant Application and have 
been awarded £40,170 from landfill tax to be used to support a Multi Use Games Area on the 
former tennis courts. In 2017 the skate ramp at the park will be painted by Unity radio and pupils 
from Ulverston Victoria School that uses an image designed by the pupils.  
 
Landscape architect services are due to be appointed for the Millerground scheme. This will 
finalise the Enhancement Plan and design, specify and tender for the path from the carpark to the 
lake.  
 



The Public Space Protection Order consultation process will be launched within the upcoming 
July edition of South Lakeland News. This will include social media, websites, emails, 
questionnaires at various locations and onsite consultation days from mid-July to early 
September. The results for the consultation will inform the decision to introduce a Public Space 
Protection Order for the control of dogs across the district on SLDC’s parks and open spaces.  
 
A tender for improvements at Nobles Rest will be advertised in July 2017 and it is anticipated that 
work will commence in winter 2017/18.  
 
SLDC and Cumbria Rivers Trust are also working together on an exciting project at Town View 
Fields to improve flood water storage and biodiversity by opening up the culvert and creating 
catchment pools.  
 
The Rinkfield playground is currently being installed and a formal opening for the community is 
planned to take place on 30 July.  
 
A new Parks and Open spaces officer has been appointed on a two year contract to work on 
specific projects and the service is currently exploring the recruitment process for a parks and 
open spaces apprentice who will work closely with community and friends groups.  
 
 


